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The Billy Bowlegs Festival has William Augustus Bowles, a
notorious old boy, as its patron pirate. He arrived in what was to
become Florida’s Playground Area in 1778 when the Spanish,
English and Americans were maneuvering for control of the Gulf
shores and its shipping lanes. Believing himself destined to
command instead of obeying, Captain Billy Bowlegs gathered a
force of a “couple hundred plundering Indians, relics from the
American Army and White Banditti,”" a rollicking piratical crew
which grew to be the concern of all three of the power-hungry
countries. Captain Bowlegs (Bowles) created his own throne and
the three nations considered everything from murder to a
general’s commission to get him on the right side. Financed by
loot from a Spanish ship and surrounded by a handful of
Indians, Captain Billy invaded English society for support. He
was rewarded with a flag of English and Indian colors mixed,’ a
silver pipe, tomahawk, a Chain of Friendship and trade supplies,
with which he formed the State of Muskogee, The Spanish
enticed him to New Orleans and grabbed the head of the State of
Muskogee. He was shipped out to Madrid and then to the
Philippines, but he jumped ship and returned to his ‘state’ and
greater deeds of piracy. He raided on the Gulf and on shore. His
schooners flew his pirate flag, except when they switched to the
British Flag to claim their ‘salvaged’ loot at international ports.
But all good pirates must have an end, and Captain Bowlegs’
came after he was seized when he was lured to peace talks in the
presence of Spanish, American and English agents. The Spanish
paid his disenchanted Indians a reward and took poor old
Captain Bowlegs to Morro Castle, where he starved himself to
death in 1803 rather than ‘sink so low as to speak to the Cuban
general.’
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Back 4n 1953, Pa sk{ show was sponsored by the
Fort Walton Beach City Recreation Department to give
the Local nesidents and tournists something to enjoy
overn the Laborn Day weekend. 1% was a crowd pleaser,
but the City decided it was too Large gor them Zo
handle 50 they asked the Jaycees, then in its ginst
year as an organization, to take it over.

The event became 50 popular that the foLLowing
year the Jaycees decided to foLlow a pirate theme and
name Lt agtern the infamous pinrate, BilLy Bowlegs, whose
base of operations was the area waterns. Each successive
year the growing popularnity of the gestival neflects a
co-operative community spirndit and many man houns and
doflarns contributed to the success of an Ldea.

The Festival ginally grew to a week-Long affairn and
was moved to "open" the beginning of the summen Lournist
season. The Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Com-
mence's Attrhactions Committee was asked to assume the
nesponsibility of planning the events. Steady growth
ginally dictated an entinely separate Committee unden
the Chamben to operate the event. This active commitiee
A4 the Bowleg's Festival Committee: Jorge Raminez,
Chainman; Kate Bagley, Dick Bixby, Dutch Van Buskirk, Dx.
Hugh Hudson, Nelf Hutchins, CLaude Jenkins, Jim Kendrick,
Lt. BiLL Lee, Sam Lumpkin, Maurnice Mclaughlin, Ann
0'Connon, Wikbur Powell, Pat Terrell, GRoria Vining,

C. C. (idaman, Randall Stokes, Chainman, Attractions
Committee;and Marganet Bragg, Executive Secretarny;
Inis Baughan, Executive Secnetany, Chamber of Commerce.

Although the Krewe of Bowlegs in actuality 4is a
gledging mystic onden, under charnter nules and regula-
tions thene 4s nothing occult 4in the minds of Miracle
Strnip nesidents and participants concerning <ts value
as a Logty, social contribution and an invaluable
publicity tanget.




The Krewe, cumrently active Ln its ¢df4teenth yean,
5 a dinect and brilliantly promising multiple of the
Billy Bowleg's Festival. The overmwhelming acceptance and
ensuing success of the early Ainitial celebrations sparked
vigowrous Local intenest and resulted in some extremely
ghatifying publicity beyond its intended boundarnies.

Cognisant of othern Gulf Coast events such as Mardi
Gras and {ts Krnewe organizations, the Krewe of Bowlegs
was conceived and born of a small group of area civic
Leadens. The Krewe's active membership consists of 160
and {8 governed by a President (the Captain BiLLy), Vice
President and Board of Dinectons who meet at regulan meet-
ings o discuss policies, procedures and the general wel-
garne of the group.

The Krewe s composed of prominent citizens and civic
Leadens whose business help foam the foundation of the
City and County's economical stabilization and ane, thenre-
fore, invaluable as Festival supponterns.

Visitons to and citizens of the area are an
in gon many days of unprecedented fun and §rolic during
the celebration with the spotlight of pompous ceremony
focused on the Krewe's participation. Hourns of volun-
teened time and sizable sums of money are expended each
year on colorful §Loats, impressive decorations and gail
coloned costumes used by the Knewe durning the Grand Tonrch-
Light Parade and at the Coronation and Balls. The beau-
U ful floats carrying out a "theme" which the masked
Krnewe nide allow zthe memberns fo throw showerns of souve-
nin truinkets and candies to the thousands Lining the
parade route.

The Last evening of each Festival week a Coronation
Ceremony discloses with the unmasking a new succeeding
Captain BilLy Bowlegs, his Queen, First Mate and the new
Honon Guand. The Captain is selected by a secret com-
mittee and he in twwn chooses his entire counrt.

The Krewe wishes you, one and all a very wonderful
evening and ask that You be on board next year when they
once again can be your host forn the pageantryof the
"Billy Bowlegs' Festival.




The ghostly ship set sail to stay
Upon the sea in search of prey.
With scanfaced men and 5£aah£ng blades

1% scounged the sea with bloody raids.
The pirate chief who ruled this crew

Was cunning, bold and brave
And feared was he by atl aboard

From shipmate down to slave.

With the sighting of the Black Hawk
The wenches wenre enraptured
But fust one glance at Billy's crew
And Font Walton Beach was capiured.

When the battles were over
And the merry-making done
They surveyed all the theasure
To see what was won. -

Then o§4 they would sail

Thein Loot stashed in kegs
And this 4is the Legend

0§ the pirate, Bowlegs!
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CAPTAIN BILLY BOWLEG'S
QUEEN

FIRST MATE § WIFE
HONOR GUARD & WIVES

CHILDREN OF THE COURT
Swond Bearen
Crown Beanren

Jim Kendrick
Lynne Mathews
Jim Buchanan & Dot

C. Ledon Anchons & Annette
Pete Ballas & Sandy
Kenneth Boles & Sandy
Sonny GEEL & 'Neen'

Dr. Cyrus Guinn & Canrol
Jim Hasson & Helen Jo

Fred McLaughlin & Priscilla
Bob 0'Connon & Ann

Walten Putnam & Geneva
Randy Stokes & Kay

Paul Kendrnick
Polly Thas

Attendants Sissy Mathews, Judy Ricks,
Rhona Thompson, Eve Boggess
Cabin Bouys David Buchanan & Brnian Ricks
1970 Frewes Execulive Foard
PRESTDENT Jim Kendnick
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT Bob Morrison
SECOND VICE PRESIDENT G. V. Panrdue
TREASURER Chnis Johnson
SECRETARY Bob 0'Connon
GENERAL BOARD Bob BlLizzand
Erwin Fleet

EX OFFICIO
EXECUTTVE SECRETARY

Chanles Mathews
Maurice MeLaughlin

Ann 0'Connon
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Cap'n Billy and His Krewe sall the Seven Seas to
engage his old enemies, "GLoom 'n'Glum". On one of his
many adventurerns he visited the ancient Lands of Arabia.
Tonight, forn his favorite Home Port, he necreates the
"Extna" night in 0£d Bagdad durning his Eastern Voyage.

QU AT T, o o b e e . . Music From The Onient
C%W[ -SULTANS THRONE ROOM-
Cap'n Billy and his netinue are entertained by-
~-HAREM DANCING GIRLS-

Countesy of Fornt Walton Beach Ballet Association;
Bernadette CLements, Dinrecton

Carnol Harison Jenny Cox

Sande Hall Gail Nalk

Theda Theadway Linda Aradondo
Debb.ie WiLLiams Menredith Andenson

-ROYAL MUSTCTANS - CHOCTAWHATCHEE MADRIGALS-
Many Jones, Dirnectonr

PRESENTATION OF PRINCESSES

Patrnicia Lee Buchanan presented by Lester Buchanan
ALisa Cathernine Cadenhead presented by Rhett Cadenhead
Joetlen Carnathan presented by Hut Canathan

Helen Maria D'Amone presented by Drn. Adanto D'Amone
Julie Ann Hatch presented by Judge William Frye

Ava Susan Powell presented by Judge GLLLLs Powell
Edith Ann Walkern presented by Winston Walker
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Aladdin's Ancient Lamp Grants ALL Commands and Wishes
HONOR GUARD OF 1971
FIRST MATE
ATTENDANTS-0F-THE COURT
QUEEN'S HOUDAH
Sfaves - Countesy of Ft. Walton Beach Athletic Club -
Henb Bentz, Frank Barefield, Jegf CLark and
Tery Sapp
CAPTAIN BILLY BOWLEGS XVIT

MASTERS OF CEREMONIES - Zo Rowley and Dick Peterman

cvedits

Senipt Dirnecton Bernadette CLements

Music Choctawhatchee High School
Stage Band - Jimmy Jones,
Dinecton

Lights and Sound V. C. CLements, Jn.

Costumes Lois Marshall, Mary Stovenr,

Lynne Mathews, Dot Buchanan,
Jean Long and Florida Fabrics.

Stage Set Bob Mornison, Jim Kendrnick,
and Bob Blizzarnd

Ushers Fort Walton Beach High School
A.F.J.R.0.T.C. Cadets and
"Skydettes"

Royal Agghan Hounds Geonges Poedle Parlon

Progham Artwonk Mike Bates
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I, Netbhan Sleel » Dian Lloal
v/4 joﬂn Goa 'Wn"%aﬁw !
. g’fa?m%’,éwy « Mis8 Nosthwest Florvida
- 7. Jhomas PBrooks » Bellye Williams
74 a%/n/ey Dumcan Moo Pallor
7. Docie Bass HAalherine e%mya,d'

X DAEH G While - Slla Glary
X Winslon Walker «Sug' Brown
XIT. @’—t:/”aé:oén‘gw@ab s PBoola' Walter
xm. H. French PBrown, Gr. - Carolyn Grolyer
« Neen

XIV. Srwin Fleel
XV, Mawrice ./ffgya.«?ﬁ(&n, » Mary Cllen Ficka
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