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The Billy Bowlegs Festwval has William Augustus Bowies, a
notorious old boy, as Its patron pirate. He arrived in what was [0
become Fiorida’s Playground Area in 1778 when the Spanish,
English and Americans were maneuvering for control of the Guif
shores and its shipping lanes. Believing himself destined to
command instead of obeying, Captain Billy Bowlegs gathered a
force of a "couple hundred plundering Indians, relics from the
American Army and White Banditti,” a rollicking piratical crew
which grew to be the concern of all three of the power-hungry
countries. Capiain Bowlegs (Bowles) created his own throne and
the three nations considered everything from murder to a
general’s commission to get him on the right side. Financed by
loot from B Spanish ship and surrounded by a handful of
Indians, Captain Billy invaded English society for suppori. He
wvas rewarded with a flag of ‘English and Indian colors mixed,” a
silver pipe, tomshswk, a Chein of Friendship and trade supplies,
with which he formed the State of Muskogee. The Spanish
enticed him to New Orleans and grabbed the head of the State of
Muskogee, He was shipped out to Madrid and then to the
Philippines, but he jumped ship and returned to his "state’ and
greater deeds of piracy. He raided on the Guif and on shore. His
schooners flew his pirate flag, except when they switched to the
British Flag to claim their ‘salvaged’ loot at international ports.
But all good pirates must have an end, and Captain Bowlegs’
came after he was seized when he was lured to peace talks in the
presence of Spanish, American and English agents. The Spanish
paid his disenchanted Indians a reward and took poor old
Caprain Bowlegs 10 Morro Castle, where he starved himself to
death in 1803 rather than ‘sink so low as to speak to the Cuban
general.’

TEMPLE MOUND MUSEUM
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Back 4n 1953, Wa ski show was Asponsonred by Zhe
Fort Walton Beach City Recreaticon Department Lo give
the Local residents and tounists something o enjfoy
overn the Labor Day weekend. 1% was a crowd pleasexr,
but the City decided it was £oo Large gorn them to
handle s0 they asked the Jaycees, then in L{t8 st
yean asr an organization, Lo Lake it ovenr.

The event became s0 populan that the following
year the Jaycees decided to foffow a pinate theme and
name {t aften the {nfamous pinate, Billy Bowlegs, whese
base of operations was the area waterns. Each successdive
year the growing popularnity of the gestival neflects a
co-aperative community spindit and many man hours and
dollars contributed to the success of an Lidea.

The Festival finallu grew inte a weeb-Lona affain
and mas move” *o "opven" the kealmiing of the Aummen
tounist season. The Greater Font Waliton Beach Chamber
04 Cormence's Attractions Committee was asked to assume
the nesponsibility of planning the events. Steadu growth
finally dictated an entinely sepanate Committee unden
the Chamben to operate the event. This active Committee
44 the Bowlegs' Festival Commitfee: 6.V, Pardue, Jh.,Chain-
man; Mal Ayres, Pr. Maleofm Crnoftzenr, Don Navid, Jn., Chuck
Shof4, Mauwrice Mclaughlin, David Lee, BilL Websten, Pr.
Gage Boyd and BLLL Spain; Coordinator, Bonnie Sitho, and
Tnis Baughman, Executive Secretany, Chamber of Commence.

This Committee i3 grateful Zo the City of Fort
Walton Beach, Flonida, for thein continuing support and
assistance.,

Although the Knewe of Bowlegs in actualitly L& a
§ledging mystic onder, undern charter hules and negula-
tions thene is nothing occult in the minds of Miracle
Stnip nesidents and parnticipants conceaning <ts value
as a Lofty, social contribution and an invaluable
publicity target.
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The Krewe, curnently active 4in Lts wineteenth yeanr,
4 a dinect and brilliantly promising multiple of ﬂge
Billy Bowleg's Festival. The cverwhelming accepfance and
ensuing success of the eanly initial celebrations sparked
vigowrous Local interest and resulted in some exinemely
gratifying publicity beyond its intended boundaries.

Cognisant of othen Gulf Coast events such as Mardd
Gras and {ts Krewe ornganizations, the Knewe of Bowlegs
was conceived and boan of .a small group of area clvic
Leadens. The Krewe's active membership consists of 179
and 48 governed by a Presdident (the Captacn Billy), Uice
President and Board of Dinectors who meet at hegulan meet-
ings to discuss poficies, procedunes and the general wel-
fare of the group.

The Kaewe {8 composed of prominent citizens and civie
feadens whose business hefp form the foundation of the
City and County's economical Atabilization and are, there-
fone, invafuable as Festival supponters.

Visitons to and citizens of the area are annually
i gon many days of unprecedented fun and frolic during
the celebration with the spotéight of pompous ceremony
focused on the Krnewe's participation. Hours of volun-
teered time and sizable sums of money are expended each
yean on colonful gloats, impressive decorations and gaily
coloned costumes wsed by the Knewe during the Grand Tonrch-
Light Parade and at the Cononation and Batls. The beau-
tful floats caruying out a "theme" which the mashked
Krnewe nide allow zhe membens to Lhiow showens cf souve-
nin tuinkets and candies fo the thousands Lining the
parade route.

The Last evening of each Festival week a Coronation
Ceremony discloses with the unmasking a new succeeding
Captain Billy Bowleas, his Queen, Finsi Mate and the new
Honon Guand. The Capfain 4{s selected by a secret com-
mittee and he {n furn chooses his entire count.

The Knewe wishes you, one and all a verny wonderful
evening and ask that You be on board next year when they
once again can be your host fon the pageantryof the
"Billy Bowlfegs' Festival”.




West from China the Blackhawk sailed
to plundern and to menace

Then quietly dropped anchor
in a blue Lagoon of Venice.

Beauti gul. women drnessed in s4iLk
caregree, singing gondofiens
And thoughts of priceless treasure

brought fonth a round of cheenrs.

Venetians frightened and sunprised,
not knowing what o do,

Prepaned themselves fo meet the wrath
0§ Bowlegs and his Krewe.

But §rivolity, minth (and some Looting)
wene the orden of the day,

And the splendon that 48 Venice
beckoned them to Atay.

Fusan Johnion
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Presentation of The Colors & National Anthem
Fort Walton Beach High School
A.F.J.R.0.T.C. Cadets

NATTONAL ANTHEM ..cieevin an vwsinsonnosaoss Chernyl Thompson

Selections are dedicated 2o oun Nation and to those who
have served 30 proudly fo preserve Freedom fon othenrs.

DEDICATION TO POW'S - Brigadien General John Flynn
Cofonel Tom Sterfing
Lt Colonel Douglas Peterson
Majon Keith Halk
Captain Jeffrey ELELS
Captnin Rruce Hinckled

MUSTCA TTALIANO ......... SRR i E e John Hutchene §2
Onchesitna

One year ago, OL' Capn' Billy sailed grom the "Flobidden
City" 2o scek out exciting new adventures ... agften Aruit-
£ess seanching of £he Seven Seas for 360 endless daus, e
find a muntinous-minded,surly-scurvy and rum-ridden Knemwe
on the decks of the BLACKHANK ... somewhere East of Eden
and WesZ 0f «vvvuun..

Cast DANCCEON vuvevrnvannnarennrnseennnns Naney Kruzek
Knewe = 182 PARATE vvvvvvneneinennvnnns Shemman M{Les

2nd PARGER vs vo pininninieisns . Herb TLEEinguwonth
CABAN "BOU" sttt Carol GLLL

Maneo PoLO  veiviviveianseansnsonsssesas Mike Bates




Sterue 1
"Underneath day's azure eyes, Ocean's nursing,
Venice Lies”.

VENICE - The "Queen City" of the Adriatic at the time of
a joyous Fiesta in the Piazza de San Marco
staged by the Citizenw fo ententain the
noefonious Captain Bowlegs.

Gypsy Dancers & CLowns - courtesdy of Fort Walion Beach

Ballet Association ...
Bernadette Clements, Dinector

ap. -
Srencesses

PRESENTATION OF PRINCESSES OF 1973
Cathi Yvonne Fallin

Presented by ..ooovvsvinneanns Ralph Fallin
Frances Kathryn Fitzgenald

Presented by viiviiiiinocanen William E. Bagley
Jenniden Lynn Fortune

Presented by ..... 85 INEOHES v Johnny Fortune
Joann Guidny

Presented by ..ovivivnnnennns Joe Guidnwy

& >



-— e

Sheocee (/e%aw@d 1972 Coends

CAPTAIN BILLY BOWLEGS Robert L. Monnison
H1S OUEEN Jo Fleet

FIRST MATE ¢ WIFE Bob & Dot BLizzand
HONOR GUARD Charles & Barbara Bomn, 11T

John & Prisay Carrington, Jn.

Don & Madalon David, Jx.

Fred & Nita Estengnen

Joe § Jane Hanpen, In.

Preston & Ann Hood

James & Dixie Huddlfeston

Hugh & Mawreen Hudson

G.V. Pardue, Jn. & Miss Donis Parn
Don & Lee Raimey

CHILDREN - of - the - COURT

Sword Beanen David Boggess
Crown Bearen Michele Anchons
Billy's Medallion Bruce ALford
OQueen's Medallion Judy Stokes
Pages Leslie § Sally
Morris on
Queen's Hand Maiden Sandy Blizzard

OQueen's Coolie Brad Giesen
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Navat Air Station, Pemacota. Flonida
lndern the dinection 0f ..vuveuns Ensign Will Kesling

COMMAND PERFORMANCE

The men who go down fo the sea in ships have Long been
known fon thein Sea Chantey as4inging. Today's modern Navy
has Sailors who are equally hnown for their singing
abifity. 1t 4{s the Krnewe's extreme pleasure £o have
these talented men appearing this evening.

This all-volunteer group of Navy and Marnine Conps Officen
Flight Students, hephresenting Amenieca's finest young men,
8 a most unique organization. Giving up thein Limited
0ff-duty time fon nehearnsing and penforming, the membens
must 84L80 maintain above avenage grades in alf phases
0f thein nigorows fLight and academic thainina. As the
Choin memberns proghess into mone advanced stages of
Flight Training, they fLeave the Pensacofa area and new
students step in fo tahe thein place. This creates an
entine turnover 0§ sdingens within a 5-6 months perdod.

The Command Choin has perfornmed on numerous radio and
television prnograms including the Johnny Carson "Tonite"
and "Ed Suflivan" shows. Most necently, the Choin had
the singulan honot 0§ performing a concent before a
joint seasion of the U.S. Congress.

The Choin Dinecton, Ensign WiLL Kesling, 4is a Naval 0f4i-
cen who weans the Gold Wings of a Naval FLight 0fficenr.
He {8 the man who trains and upholds the national repu-
tation of Lthis group.

The Navafl Ain Training Command Choin 48 an {inatitution
which reflects the pride and dedication of allf Navy men
who wean, on will wean, the Gold Wings of a Naval Aviatonx.

Navaf Aviation has many sounds, and this {8 fust one of
them - the Musical Sound of Naval Aviation - the sing-
ing of men whose entine aspiration 45 to serve thedin

Couwntry on - MIGHTY NAVY WINGS!




1973 Srewe a/ %{a@w

HONOR GUARD OF 1973

[

FIRST MATE
ATTENDANTS - of - the - COURT
OUEEN
and
CAPTAIN BILLY BOWLEGS XIX

CROWNING CEREMONY

Cononation guests are cordially Linvited to approacs
the new Captain and his Queen Lo exchange Greefings
following the Cenemony.

Foned

Maestros de Deéscorse

Zo Rowley Dick Petermann
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SOCH et')/ o c’ueens

I. Nathan Sleet s Dian Lloal

I. Sohn Gox 'Mwmz"gaﬁm” '
. Roger Chary » Moo Noatruoest Florida
7. Ghomas PBrooks « Bellye Williams

V. Findoy Buncan, - lleg Pallon,
Z. Bocie Basa « Kalherine Ine

7. Wikbiam Roberd - Sean dong
IX. Weilson e/fﬂmfa, » Carod Duncan
X DAEAHE While » Slle, Clary
X Winslon Woalleers '6’9944‘9’ B rown
1T D Malookm Buotyer, - Foonkea’ Halhior
X %@Wﬁmﬁ 5 Maéyn %w@m

o g%ymwn'fﬂm S Rk
XV, Mawreice M= . 7
X Jim Hendick : Wr/f(a.(/nw&




1972 Shewe Execedlove Poards

PRESTDENT

 FIRST VICE-PRESTDENT
- SECOND VICE-PRESTDENT
TREASUIRER

SECRETARY

| GENERAL BOARD:

CEX OFFICIO

EXECUTTVE SECRETARY

Robent L. Morrison
Charfes Bon

Frank Fishex
Chais Johnson

Biee Atfond

Joe Guidmu

Ennin Fleet

Jim Kendnick
Ceidfond H. Long

Ann O'Connon
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BLACKHAWK SKIT SCRIP
MUSTC

LIGHTS & SOUND
COSTUMES

OIEEN'S ROBES
STAGE SET

USHERS

PROGRAM PRODUCTION
Artwonk

Program

Nick Peteamann

John Hutcheno §& Orchestra
V, Cfements, Jn.

Jo Fleet

Flonida Fabrlcs

Maru Stoven

Bea Jones
Jim Kendaick
Krewe o4 Bowlegs
&

1977 Count

Font Walton Beach High
School

Ao Fo T R0 T C.
Cadets & Skydettes
Ricks /Kendnick/Stokes /David
Mike Bates

Alyce Ankney
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