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FRIGIDAIRE CHRISCRAFT

Valspar Paints Johnson Motors| [~

Building Materials Plumbing
& Electrical Supplies

STINSON HARDWARE

Co., Inec.

CH 4-5106

126 N. Florida Ave.

Fort Welton Beach,

Fla.

Visit Our Modern
Service Dept.

Y Factory Trained
~ F Mechanics.
Y

@ Newest Equipment
jLatest Methods,

Neveest Lotk

JOHN TATUM
BUICK

EGLIN HWY. AT MAIN

WHEN BETTER AUTOMOBILES
ARE BUILT
BUICK WILL BUILD THEM.

724

‘‘Your Personal Invitation to Visit
Fort Walton’s Newest Authorized

Franchised Dealer.”’

Robert W. Tongue

TONGUE OLDSMOBILE
Inc.

Eglin Highway 85

SALES AND SERVICE

YOU CAN PAY MORE

BUT YOU CAN’T BUY BRETTER

OKALOOSA MOTORS
Inc.

Telephones CH 4-5148 CH 4-5149

99 SOUTH FLORIDA AVE.

Fort Walton Beach, Fla.

FORT WALTON BEACH, FLA.
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ANNIVERSARY

WELCOME

As Mayor of the City of Fort Walton Beach it is my great
pleasure to extend the hand ol welcome te Billy Bowlegs and
his pirate crew .

| am happy to yield the city to the reign of Cap’n Bowlegs
and his fun-loving crew for the three days of the festival.

And | hereby prociaim Audust 31, September [ and 2 as
official Billy Bowlegs Festival days throughoat the city.

It is my official wish that all citizens of the city and
all visitors to the area enjoy the time of their lives during
the three days of the festival.

Happy and hearty days to you.

My Seal this 30th Day of August, 1957 A.D.

Mayor
City of Fi. Walton Beach 1]
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Installation Dinner of 1957 - 58 Officers. Standing, left to right, - Buddy O'Neal, Jack Powell, Ray Currence,

Milton Pentzer, Ray Kasper, French Brown, Jr . Seated, left to right, - Herbert Kirsch, Ernest Magahee,
District Vice-President, Bob Bryant, Local Past President, Bob Silver, State President, Basil Boles, Pres-

ident of Fort Walton Beach Jaycees.

Sl

OFFICERS
PRESIDENT - Basil Boles

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS

1st Vice President - Joe Argo

ond Vice President - Milton Pentzer
SECRETARY - Hetbert Kitsch
TREASURER - Ray Curtence
PARLIMANTERIAN - James K. Baughman

SHERIFF - Dudley Rogers

MEMBERS

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP

Harey Buchanan
Hurdis Brock
French Brown
Buck Clarke
Melvin H . Fowler
O. L. Fowler
Edward L . Gill
Budd Gorsuch
Wm. L. Harrel
Milton V .Harr
Milton H. Harrelson

Bernarr Kelly
Buddy Kelly

Wm.. B. Kenaston
Jim Kendrick
willis A, Kennedy
Julian Land

Jack W .Lynch
Wwilliam F' ,Manring
J .R . Markham
Art Munson
Sonny Neighbors
Dewy Cdom

B E A CH

C4' JUNIOR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

W A LTON FLORID

DIRECTORS

Robert W. Bryant
Robert Hutchinson
Ray Kasper

Joe O'Hare

Buddy O'Neal
Jack S. Powell
Allen Warriner

Claude Royster
Robert J .Shahid
Henry T .Smith
Eill Sullivan
Walter Stephenson
Maning Tankesly
Eugene W .Taylor
Sumner Waite, Jr.
Nathan H. White
Phill Yates

A

ASSOCIATE MEMBER

Leon T. Sandford
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Festival Committees

FESTIVAL CHAIRMAN - l:’»a.sll Boles
CO-CHAIRMAN - Robert W. Bryant

PROGRAM BOOK:

Chairman - Milton Pentzer
Jack Powell
Jim Kendrick
Mel Fowler
Jim Baughman
Art Munson

PUBLICITY:

Chairman - Robert W. Hutchinson
Art Munson
Harry Buchanan

PIRATE TREASURE HUNT: ADULT
Co-Chairmen - Buddy O'Ne al
Joe Argo

SKIATHON:

Chairman - Sonny Neighbors
Buddy O’Neal

BOWLEGS LANDING:

Chairman - Ray Kasper

Joe Argo
PARADE:
Chairman - Jack Powell

CAPTIVE WENCHE &
Co-Chairmen - Buck Clarke
Phil Yates

FIREWORKS
Chairmen - Johnny Strickland
Lloyd Bell

CHILDRENS TREASURE HUNT
CoChairmen - Jim Kendrick
Bab Markham

CONCESSIONS AND FISH FRY
Chairman - Joe Argo

Bill Sullivan

Bud Howell
BOWLEGS CAFTIVE BALL:
Chairman - Hetb Kirsch

French Brown

Julia Land

Dudley Rogers
SKI SHOW
Chairman - Joe O'Hare

Allan Warriner

Sonny Neighbors
PHOTOGRAPHY: Art Menillo

Arturo Studios

Assigtance - Jaycettes

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT:

To the City of Fort Walton Beach,
Playground Chamber of Commerce,
Playeground News and all others from
whom assistance was recelved for the
compiletion of this book end the
success of the Billy Bowlegs Festival.

Printing by Ft. Walton Printing Co.

O//}led

PRESIDENT - AUDREY EARLY

VICE PRESIDENT - KATHY WARRINCGER
SECRETARY - EVA ROBARTS

TREASURER- WANDA SMITH
CORRESPONDENCE SECTY. - BETTE BIGGS

goarcl oi :bx’recford

NANCY BAUGHMAN LOTTIE NOBLES

HARRIET HURD HELEN PRESCOTT

mcm &cr.i

Rachel Brody
Joyce Council
Belle Cribb

Sandra Cross
Annens Davis
Chris Fowler

Ann James

Mary Alice Hancock

Helen arvard
Delores Hutinsen
Virginia Kelly
Sua Meighbors
Lynn Pentzer
Martie Smith
Carolyn Sirmen
Betty Woods
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The Billy Bowlegs Festival, now in
- its 4th year as a Jaycee sponszored event,
got its start as a water ski show oa Labor
" Day sponsored by the City Recreation Department. It was crowd
pleaser, but the city decided it was too large for them to handle so
5 they asked the Jaycees, then in their first year as an organization, to
take it over, The Jaycees, after a lot of research and planning meet-
ings, agread to sponser the event. Wayne Bell was president ond ap-
pointed Bruce Ronew and Bob Bryant as co-chairmen, The event that
year consisted of a parade, fish fry, ski show and dance at the com-
munity Center, Jaycee membership at that time was seventeen.

——

The event becams so popular that the following year the Jaycees
decided to follow a pirate theme and name it after the infamous pirate,
Billy Bowlegs, whose bose of operations was the area waters. Beards
were grown and soon the townspeople began to get the testival fever.
Sewing shops were swamped with orders for exotic costumes and
mothers and wives spent their days designing and making same. The
boat to be used for the pirate landing (since it had been decided to
let the pirate crew invade by water) was late in arriving and Monday
morning at the yacht cjyb was a scene of feverish activity., All Went
well, howevear, ond Monduy night found many o1 the Jaycees much toe
tired to even ottend the gaily decorated dange that was held. Thou-
sands of local people and visitors alike enjoyed a fun-filled doy and
went home vowing to return again next year. Lt. Richard Nichols was
president of the Jaycees and a few of tha Jaycees who worked day and
night to insure its success were Bob Moarkham, Jim Kendrick, Harey
Buchanan, Basil Boles, Bruce Ranew, Jerry Meivin, Ray Currance,
and many others:. Bob Bryant was chairman that year ond Nathan Fleet
was the first “‘Billy Bowlegs'’.

Due to the growing popularity of the festival, the Jaycees decided
to make a three day affair of the event for 1956 and called on the city
fathers for help. They responded whole-heartedly and $2800.00 was
raised in one night. Events were added such as treasure hunts for the
childern, Junior Bowlegs Ball for the Youngsters, two parades, bigger
and more elaborate pirate landing, burning of the Fort, plus o gigantic
fire~-works disploy on Monday night. Beards wers again grown, the
town was gaily decorated and three days of festivities ensued. By far
the biggest yet and, again, the Jaycees, after months of planning and
preparation, had o success. Bob Bryant was president, Basil Boles
was chairman, and practically the entire 30 man membership worked
long and hard. Roger Clary was Billy Bowlegs for 1956,

This year the Jaycees are staging, to the best of their knowledge,
the biggest single event for Labor Day any place in the country . With
the help of such wonderful organizations as the "Krewe of Bowlegs™,
City Council and County Commissioners, plus the fine cooperation
from Eglin AFB, they have increased their operating budget to approxi-
mately $25,000.00. Basil Boles and Bab Bryant ore co-chairmen of the
festival and they und their commitiees have worked long and hard wirh
one thought in mind, From Saturday P.M. when “*Billy’* and his pirate
crew sail up the sound to take over the city and declare thres days of
fun and frolic ¢ntil Monday night when the last‘pirate has slipped back
aboard his own individeal ‘'ship’’ and the festival officially comes to
a close, they wish you one and all e very wonderful time and ask that
you come again next ysar when they can once again be your host for
The ""Billy Bowlegs Festival."

T Ty
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Okaloosa County a Land of New Frontiers

LAUREL HILL

ot

um;r‘oday. Okaloosa County offers to all America a new horizon of oppor
tonity.

Its rich nothern section is ideal for agriculture and cattle.

~ Its beautiful southern gection of sugar-white beaches is ideal for tou
ism,
A broad scope of opportunity also lies in manufacturing, constructtor
transportation, education, animal husbandry, and other fields of trade anc

service. ;
Melachi King, Chairman, Dist. 2
Gredy Garrett, Dist. 3 L Barnes, Dist. 4

Walter Spence, Dist. 5 Clarence Flenfing, Dist. |
Cecil Anchats, Clerk William D. Barrow, Attorney

On the "‘Miracle Strip”’

Its the aic conditioned

LEE

Apartments

Fronting directly on
the heautiful Gulf
of Mexico
For reservations write

P.O. Box 727 Ft. Walton Beach, Fla.

pmpRicay HIMITT E gc,‘_ch/o

ARTS
TV & Appliances

2 Stores to serve you

OCEAN CITY

PH.CH 3-3466

FORT WALTON BEACH
CH 3-3422

Your Complete Food Store

Air Conditioned

ODOMS

Supermarket

Centrally located
in the heart of the
“Miracle Strip”’
DESTIN, FLA.

best gas!
best prices!

Manning Oil Co.

Valparaisa, Fla. Ph. OR 1-8851



“NORTHWEST FLORIDA |

PLAYGROUND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

The officers, directors and staff of the Playground Chamber of Commerce welcome you to the
heort of the Miracle Strip.

The bay country of Okaloosa is truly a playground with the ""World's Whitest Sand Beaoches”,
the beautiful and colorful translucent gulf water, and the comfortable temperate climate. In fact,
the area enjoys one cof the coocler climates on the Gulf Coast with less than 100 hours of 85 degree
or higher temperature during the summer months. Also of importance to many is the fact that our
area has one of the lowest pallen counts in the country.

The visitor or new resident will find many fine recreational facilities and shops 1o odd to the
enjoyment of their stay.

The area is a true poradise for the sportsman with our gulf and bay waters abundant in all var-
ieties of fish. Destin is nationally famous for her Snapper catches. Eglin Reservation has one of
the largest deer population in the South and thousands of deer are killed each year during season.
Turkey, qucil, dove and geese are also hunted. Water skiing, sailing, and boating offer the visitor
many hours of sport and pleasure.

Of major importance to the Playground Area is Eglin AFB, the world's largest air force base.
The Chamber appreciates the economic part the base has played in helping to develop ""The Mir-
acle Strip®'.

The Playground Chamber of Commerce is proud of the role it has had in the growth and devel- |
opment of the area and still continue its work through its assistance to you.

Playground Chamber of Commerce

Fort Walton Beach, Florida

Please send literature for: _
Vacation Accomodations and Facilities C Retirement

3 Industry and Business I New Resident

ADDRESS

STATE
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Back in 1953 o ski show
was planned to give the local
residents and fourists some-
thing to enjoy over the Labor
Doy weekend. The ski show
was such @ success that in
1954 the Bowlegs Festival
was buift around it. Each
L abor Day since, hundreds of
spectators enjoying the Billy
Bowlags Festival have gath-
ered to see the show. It has
grown froam a lew acts to 14!
big acts featuring some of the
beast talent in the South. This
year's show will include the
Aqua Moaids consisting of 6
beoutiful girls performing the
water ballet: ski jumping by
Allan Warriner, Sonny Nsigh-
bors, Joe (O'Hare and Bob
Nathey: doubles by Carolyn
Sirmon and Jos O'Hare: bare-
foot skiing by Bob Nathey:
pyramids, shoe skiers, clowns
and many other spectacular
acts, There will be 20 water
skiars in the show, headlined
by Bob Nathey who formerly
skind at Cyprass Gardens ond
held the worlds distance
umping record af 90 feet in
953. With such tafent this
ywars sk: show is shaping up
to be the largost water ski
carnival ever presentsd in
this arma,

\§ (=

DEAL S=—_
ELECTRIC

.Electrical
Contractor
Supplies
Ray 0. Deal Moin 51,

There's o

PIGGLY WIGGLY

to

sarve you
in the
P layground
Aread!

Eglin Highway ~ PH. CH 4-5944

PARTS &

SUPPLIES

your Napa jobber
Fort Walton Auto Parts

Na. 1 - 7 Perry Bivd. CH 4-5146
No. 2 Eglin H'way - CH 4-5195

FINE COCKTAILS

GOOD FELLOWSHIF

w»=at the

Modern

LEON’S

COCKTAIL LOUNGE
Main St.
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Within days, Southern Airways will in-
augurate daily airline service to the Play-
ground Area. Two round-trip flights 1o
Atlonte daily will serve military personnel
at Eglin Air Force Baose as well as local
communities. Flights will leave ot 6:40 A.M,
and 3:35 P.M. They will arrive at 3:13 P.M.
and 9:56 P.M. Both flights are to Atlanta,
and the other via Columbus, Georgia. In
Atlanta they will connect with flights to
every part of the country. In addition to pas-
senger service, Southern wiil provide oir
mail, air express and air parcel post -- and
offer special charter service to groups who
want to attend sporting events and conven-
tions,

Southern Airways has selected the Play-
ground Area to entertain the millionth pas-
senger to fly the airline. The vacation for
the lucky family will include complete ac-
comodations plus all sntertainment facilities
the Playground has to offer.

Southern
Airways

2 FLIGHTS DAILY

ATLANTA &

CONNECTIONS ANYWHERE . '

& dpuivy

Only 5l66 Lo ‘. N A

v
SrespavIIL ™
\\x IETRCY

- E
EGLIN AIR FORCE BASE Sooikiorn Airw::y

Connecling the Growing
South with the World

;faulbem Ty

AIRWAYS

{ ceunwniine

Afupny © P nwoly

ATLANTA

) AIRPORT
‘ / Atlanta, Go.




own your own home . down payments as [ow as $25.

. payments os low as $42. o month,

our easy way!

. permonent, comfortable, economical, homas

see us today !! . you'll own it in as little as 4 years
Corporation
Eglin Highway ot Racetrack Road Phone CH 4-5612

°
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Niceville, the oldest settlement in the Playground
Area, was given its name by the U.S. Post Office De-
partment during the late 1800's and descendents of
many of the pioneer families still reside in the area.

Situated on the shores of Boggy Bayou the com-
munity was called Boggy for many years. In 1885 Post-
master General Willlam E. Wilson commissioned B.
Pomeroy Edge Postmaster and requested that names be
forwarded to Washington for consideration by the postal
department. Among names submitted for the Post Office
were Oakville, Edgewater ang Niceville. The latter was
chosen by the postal authorities and has remained to
the present time,

Shartly after the Civil War several families from
Georgia, Alabama, and the area around De Funiak
Springs discoveder the bayous off Choctawhatchee Bay
and settled here, each homesteading 160 acres of land.
Among these early settlers were the Parrishes, Edges,
Allens, Sanders, Kings, Marlers, and Nathey’s.

The economy of the area at that time was based on
Cattle, Farming and shipbuilding, Later sawmilling and
naval stores operations became important factors in the
growth of the community. In the absence of currency,
silver dollars were numerous as legal tender.

Some of the largest freight boats that plied the local
waters were built in the Parrish Shipyard under super-
vision of George Parrish, father of James Parrish, who
still continues the work his father founded.

Tom's Bayou near Valparaiso was named for an
early settler, Tom King, who is buried in Tom's Cem-
etery on its shore.

Long known for the longevity of its citizen’s, it is
reported that Joe Allen, great grandfather of Joe and
Lula Edge, lived to be 104 years old.

In 1900 the U.S. Forest Service created the Choc-

Force Base Reservation, and sent E R. McKee into the

The City of Valparalso is primarily a city of homes
without the usual industrial or manufacturing activities
common to most cities. It was founded in 1918, in-
corporated as a city in 1921, and has continued to grow
with the other cities of the Playground Area nntil it now
has a population of 6,960 and has some twenty or more
homes under construction at this time.

. The name Valﬁa.ralao wag selected by the founder,
John B. Perrin, who saw in the location what he called
the ““Vale of Paradise’’ which in Spanish is called
“Valparaiso’. It is truly such a place, lying as it does
on the waters of Choctawhatchee Bay only eight Miles
airline from the Gulf of Mexico. The city proper is
surrounded by water on three sides: by Sunset Bayou
(Tom’s) on the south, Valparaiso Bay (Boggy Beayou)
on the east and north and benefits from the breezes from
across the water during the hot seasons.

The city has the usual stores, churches, filling
stations, garages needed for the populance, one theater,
and soon will have a schcol of its own. In the mean-
time, the children of the city attend school in the ad-
jacent city of Niceville by buses provided by the coun-
ty. The city is incorporated for an area of six miles in
length and about three miles in width and includes the
main field of Eglin Air Force Base within its limits.
Valparaiso Landing Field (a mumcipal airport) became
the Valparaiso are either stationed at Eglin in the Air
Force or are employed there as civilians.

Niceville continued
Florida. In 1915 by a special act of the Florida Legislature,
Santa Rosa and Walton Counties were divided and a new
county, Okaloosa, was created. -
Today Niceville is the home of many civilian and mili-
tary personnel. Numerous shops and stores are found in the

area and the town boasts of the Spence Brothers

tawhatchee National Forest, which is now the Eglin Air }"p s> Fish Company which is fourth largest of its kind in

area as forest ranger and W.F'. Hill as forest supervisor. ,
Originally Niceville was located in Walton County,

Continued in next column

the entire state. The Bay Lumber Company proc-
Aol oA esses many feet of pine lumber daily, Churches of

T h) many faiths and two schools are located in Nice-

ville and the town operates under a City Manager
form of Government.

GOOD LUCK

Bitly Bowlegs Festival

From the

ROGER CLARY ENTERPRISES

Club

Shalimar Silver Beach Bay

Hotel Lumber Co.

IN THE PLAYGROUN

D OF NORTH WEST FLORIDA
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Eglin Air Force Base' .
/ yavio?
Eglin Air Force Base is the J ta‘“
home of the Air Proving Ground
Command and Air Force Arma- CO“% s

ment Center, & sub-command of Commerce on your 1957

the Air Research and Develop- Billy Bowlegs Festival !!
ment Command. The Eglin Res-
ervation cobmprises 800 square

miles or 465,000 acres. It re- FoF Yot real sstate Resus

presents an Investmént of ap- see the

proximately one-half billion dol-

lars which does not- include land Bay Agency
taige, 192 Perry Blvd Ph. CH 3-3926

At the present time, there are

about 12,000 military and 4,000
civilian personne!l employed at
Eglin, with an annual payroll of
around $4,000,000 a year. Much
of this money is spent in Fort

Walton Beach and other towns in

Okaloosa County. Department Stores
The mission of the Air
Proving Ground Command is final the stores
phase testing of all U. S. Air Force weapon systems! This testing with more
is done by the Air Force Qperational Test Center, primary mission . style

organization of the Air Proving Ground Command. The Air Force
Operational Test Center conducts employment and suitability test-
Ing of aircraft, rockets and missiles, and all auxiliary equipment . Service
under stimulated combat! conditions.

Major General Robert W . Burna, Commander of the Alr Proving

. savings

Main St. Ft. Walton Beach

Ground, declares, ‘*We cannot afford the luxury of trall by error, so From your
w te under the motto Proof By Test'. '
e operate er the mo LINCOLN

MEREURY
dealer

Success to the

Billy Bowlegs
Festival 1!

Dean-Darnell
MOTOR CO

- Wines

. Cordinls

. Liquors

. Finest Selection

of SCOTCH whiskies
Cold Beer

Bishop’s Package

Store

| Main St .
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LI Beautiful Modern Mote! Units 2 H o U r
Dining Room Cleanlng

ALTERATIONS
1 DAY
SHIRT o,

SERVICE Oy |

U]

Intimate Cocktail Lounge

® Gorgeous Gulf of Mexico

& i

=S DIAL

Friendship House s |CH4-5513
OF DESTIN, INC. PICKUP AND DELIVERY

dcniing diwetiy o JIM'S VALET |
the Gulf of Mexico SHOP |

DESTIN, FLORIDA 222 FERRY ® FT. WALTON BCH.

W —— el
| [///%/ FT. WALTON
,-5:2

It’s all here at the 4

U. S. 93 PHONE: TErrence 7-3429

““the garden of eatin’’

57 YEARS enjoy the finest foods

OF SERVICE and excellent service |
TO THE in a cool, relaxing |
PLAYGROUND completely modern atmosphere

AREA

1900 -

Lo Sull,
(JG 3’“"60

french food

FF'S
Brooks Restaurant
Realty FINE Foo;‘m e

@ FINE SERVICE
Thomas E. Brooks

® A|R CONDITIONED
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LOANS

- And They Love $50 to 600

Two Parades Just  SIGNATURE » FURNITURE
Twice as Much. ¢ AUTO ¢ PERSONAL PROPERTY

For Fast, Confidential Service
Phane Or Visit Us

BEACH FINANCE CO.
Phone CH 2-9288

203 MAIN ST. FT. WALT@N BCH.

Parade lovers who
attend the Billy Bow-
legs Festival don't
have to content them-
selves with just one

"'Service is not our motto -

GUARANTEED LIFETIME
MUFFLERS -
TIRES RATTERIES
WHEEL BALANCING

they can really enjoy CH 4-5074

themselves with two.
Eglin Hwy, and Perrs Blsd Ft. Walton Bob.

it"s our business

Fou the -Fmgg' 3
SUMMER AND
- PERMANENT
B e RENTAL
P
. Modern Furnished
. Apariments &Cottages
. Private Watecfront
« Shody Lawns

. Playground & Games
. Reasonable Rates

Write: 60 Fifth Avenue
Fort Walten Beuch, Fla.
Phone: CH 3-3786

S PLLIAN LOuRT

Saturday, after the
pirate landing, the
- Krewe of Bowlegs
will parade through
the captured city by
torchlight.

SAM’S
MILITARY SUPPLIES

& PAWN swop
DIAMONDS + WATCHES
» JEWELRY
* BINOCULARS
» CAMERAL
* RIFLES
. : « PISTOLS
And on the festival's  SHOT GUNS
H r » SEWING
final day t.he Captive “CH 3A5s Y
.Queen will lead .& 2
lovely parade of pir- Unredeemed
ate wenches Merchandise” 167 .E. Mo St

LUGGAGE & TRUNKS



BILLY BOWLEGS COSTUME BALL

Everybady loves to dress up once in a while -- dress up in something really unusual. That's why the
Billy Bowlegs Costume Ball has been such a success through the years. Last year so many folks antended
the one costume ball that three have been planned for this year. The first onnual Krewe of Bowlegs Ball
will be held Fridoy night at the Shalimar Club. This strictly invitational affair is sponsored by the Krewe
of Bowlags, a group of local business and professional men. Cap'n Billy will oppear at the Krewe of Bow-
legs Ball, still masked. His true identity will not be revealed until the Jaycee-Sponsored Captive Queen
Ball Saturday night. The Captive Queen Ball, to be held at the Tower Beach Casino, Will see the unmasking

of Billy and the selection of o Captive Queen. The Orchestra of Johnny Long will provide music for bath
events.

Also, on Soturday night the Junior Billy Bowlegs Ball will be held at the Fort Walton Beach Community
Center. At the Junior Ball o teen-age Bowlegs and teen-age captive queens will be selected. Popular Rock
'n Roll recording artists, the Four Mints, will appear at the Junior Billy Bowlegs Ball.

So much for the organized costume balls. Everyone will be encouraged to wear pirate costumes during

the entire three doys of the festival - to their private parties, in their places of business — even on the
street.




The Krewe of Bowlegs Krewe of
Although the Krewe of Bowlegs, in actuality is o fladgling mystic order Billy BOWIGgS

functioning under charter rules and regulations, there’s nothing occult in the
49

minds of Playground residents and businessmen concerning its present ond Officer
potential volue as a lofty social contribution and on invaluable publicity 8
target. - aveannesavsunarivs Prasi
The Krewe, currently active in its second ysar, is a direct and bril- :3.0“'0' gh‘uy 1 Vi > P ‘T:anr
liantly promising multiple of the Billy Bowlegs Festival. This Labar Doy » [ 'Nley Luncan == st Yice resident
celebration, an infant itself - three years to be exact, is the brain child ond Cecil Bass ----- 2nd Vice President
annually sponsored event of the Fart Waltan Beach Junior Chamber of Com- Milford Reynolds ------ ~--- Secretary
merce. This group of enterprising young businessmen sager to latch onto a Wayne Patton --=sssccceaeaa- Treasurer
project that would warrant their time ond efforts, canceived the idea of a
Gasparilla-type observance centered on a Billy Bowlegs theme, Bowlegs KREWE MEMBERS
being o pirate of controversial ﬂu'hol’llicilx whose alleged activities were
widsly spread threughout the Playground Area. Cecil L. Anchors
The overwhelming acceptance _and ensuing success of the initial cel- Joseph R. Anderson
sbration sparked vigourous local interest and resulted in some extremsly R.. A, Bakar

gratifying publicity beyond its intended boundaries. The second yeor, armed
with impressive results of their labors and on intense desire to broaden

Jaseph J, Balcher

their scope, the Jaycees successfully appealed to city fathers and merchants Thec Bass
to underwrite the cost of the Bjlly Bowlegs celebrution. Meanwhile, and Blair D. Bayler
cognizant of Pensocola’s success with a like group of influential business- | ester Backham
men comprising the Krewe of LaFittie the Krewe of Bowlegs was conceived Wayne Bell
and born of a small group of area merchants of which twe, together with two Edsil W, Brocks
from Jaycees, were sscretly delegated to choose from the member list the Th 'E k
Billy Bowlegs, a reigning pirate of the three day fiesta whose identity re- omas E, Brooks
mained unknown uJ'tli?l the unmasking ceremonies took place on the evening Harold Brown
of the grand ball which highlighted the festival activities. The first such Ferrin Campbell
honor under orgonized and recognized jurisdiction went to Roger Clary, o Charlas W. Clary
civie-minded businessman and Ir-on Chamber of Commerce Preasident. Luther Clary

Last year's success provided o blue print and the necessary inspirstion Uatiites Calisn
for the improvement and impressive growth of this year's Krewe of Bowlegs. John €
Now scfely chartered and broadened to encompass sligible members fram onn Lox
Crestview and other surraunding county communities, the membership and Frank Darnell
ossociate membership contains roughly 85 men whose membership dues A. N. Dawsean
have solved the vitally importont problem of festivel independapce. The Al D. Destin
gaily-clad, corefree Krewe of Bowlegs affards insight te acolorful and more Walter Dodge
prospercus Labor Doy observance for the Playgraund. Percy W. Dunn

The Krewe of Bowlegs is on organization governsd by a President,

Yice-President ond Board of Directors who meet at regular intervals to dis- Isle Enzor

1ax policies, procedures and the general walfare of the group. This gowv- Erwin Fleet
erning body is composed of prominent citizens and Krews members whose Nathan Fleet
businesses halp form the foundation of the city and county's economical Ray Gibson
stabilization and are therefore inveluokle as festival supporters, William J. Gibson
Yisitors to and citizens of the Playground Area are in lor three doys of Dale T. Griffin

unprecedenied fun and frolic during this year's Billy Bowlegs celebration

with the spotlight of pompous ceremony focused on the Krewe's partic- Jack B. Greene

ipation. A sireable sum hos bsen spent on gaily-colored costumes to be - loe _w- G“idff
worn by the Krewe during their parade and at the Ball which fellows that David C. Hanks
night. The artistic abilities of local tolent has created some of the maost H. H. Harriz
b-omi:‘u[ c.rlvi impressive porade floats, on which the Krewe will ride, ever Boots Hudsen
entered in |ike pagentry. a an

While still in its rudimentary stage, the Billy Bowlegs Festival seems (B:rol\:‘!'llxu:lllJ cks
destined 1o become another Florida attraction second to none in beauty and "y G' "E L Y

cooparative fellowship, We predict that impetus born of the Krewe of Baw- mds HS e

legs will add odditional miracles ta the Miracle Strip. == (G:hv:orf Long

. . ucas

Howard McGee

Frank Madonia
James W. Middlston
X . Wilson Minger
Dale C. Moon
’/?- Jack Nichaols
T ——— = Earl Pair

Gillis E. Powell

Steve Pawell

Wilbur Powell

Hampton Reese ,:

William J. Roberts, Jr,

Paul Roberts .
— Walter Ruckel

G.L. Seavey

ASSOCIATE MEMEERS, Ernest Shahid
W, E. Duggan John T, Smith
Henry Finklestein Charles Stewart
Charies Hughes Lonnie Stewart
Claude Jenkins John Teatum .
Hilary Stewart Nathan Taylor
William .l‘ Stinsen, Jr, Ben A. Totten
0. B, Wilsan Jimmis Tringos
Jeotf Yarbrough C. C. White
W, B, Williams
(List incomplete due Jack Williams
to press time.) Ray Wilsen

Lovis T. Woodham
Marion W, Ward
Roger Wright

L, O. Zimmerman




LE FOR CITY'S GROWTH?
air by hasty ill-planned dev-

ce population, has also con-
ntastic growth. The area can
ork so vital to the defense
{ the Eglin reservation may
where larde scale overland

Is the srowth healthy? That's the question that is worry-
ing the most thoudhtiul of Playground residents. You can
find the answer just by looking around. Fort Walton Beach,
while fast approaching metropolitan status, still retains the
relaxed easy-going air of a small town. It’s the air of a peo-
ple who know where they’re going and who are wasting no
time getting there, but who simply refuse to worry about the
whole thing.




.l_-- B

wﬂﬁ‘ M‘

1940 - 90 residents; 1957 - 10,000 residents! In any other
place the astounding growth ol Fort Walton Beach would
he fantastic, here it is just part of the scheme of things.

There are reasons, of course. Here are the last and rel-
atively unspoiled beaches in Florida -- almost the last In
the nation. The Santa Rosa Island Authority, preparing the
master plan for island beach development, visited virtually
all Florida Beaches and found some so erocded as to be &l-

HUMAN VIGARO RESPONSIBL}

most gone -- wasted beyond repa
elopment.

Eglin, with its huge Air For
tributed immeasurably to the fani
take pride in being a part of wc
ol our nation. The 800 miles of
be the last place in the nation
aircraft testing is feasible.



Communit’ page

CINCO BAYOU ST. MARY'S CATHOLIC CHURCH
CINCO BAPTIST CHURCH C 4 A Fether Cummingham
Rev. Richard Blondworth Rrcnes
ST.SIMON -ON - THE - SOUND
DESTIN Rev. J. H. Pace
DESTIN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev . H.Jervis UNIVERSITY BAPTIST CHURCH

Dr. Y. L. Anthony

DESTIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev . George Plckard NICEVILLE

ST, ANDREWS BY THE SEA CHURCH OF CHRIST
Espiscopal Church C. S. Hartline
Raye SRUNLERD FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

St. andrews by the Rev.F, H. Margan

Episcopal Church METHODIST CHURCH
Rev Willam Erwin Rev .A C.Britt
EGLIN AIR FORCE BASE PENECOSTAL UNITED CHURCH

LATTER DAY SAINTS, CHAP. No. 2

Rev . Ben Merrill PINECREST BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev.G.Bl Ellis

JEWISH CHAPEL No. 1
Chaplin Morton Wallach OCEAN CITY

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev.J. M. Quigley

ANTIOCH MISSIONARY BIPTIST CHURCH
James L. Carpenter e i

FORT WALTON BEACH

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE SOCIETY R

Reader - Mrs. D . Johnson

AR METHODIST CHURCH
CHURCH OF CHRIST SHALIMAR
Rev .George M. Yates Rev. Jimmie C .Connor

CHURCH OF GOD EANEA REEA
Revi Bruce Mitchell (Panama City) COMMUNITY CHURCH
EVANGELISTIC CENTER il
Rev .Ronald Turton VALPARAISO
ggtﬁsa LE{%P\:I;II%; SCHURCII VALFg.RAIiSObBAPTBT CHURCH
. 1§ Rev .0 .Oglesbee
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH VALPARAISO COMMUNITY CHURCE

Rev .Pendleton
FIRST METHODIST CHURCH

Dr.James A _Fraser

Rev .Warren L. Lindsey WRIGHT

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Rev .George Pickard Rev Houston Miles

GOOD SHEPARD LUTHERAN WRIGHT BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev John Ellerman Rev. Roscoe 1. Meadows
WRIGHT CHURCH OF CHRIST

ORGANIZED CHURCH OF JEASUS CHRIST Rev .W.B .Hughes

OF THE LATTER DAY SAINTS

PENTECOSTAL UNITED CHURCH PENBACOLA
SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST GREEK 'ORTHORDOX
H. V .Leggett (Pensacola)
HOSPITALIZATION FACILITIES PLAYGROUND AREA SCHOOLS Nlcevﬂ}e: '
Fort Walton Beach Hospital Niceville Elementary
Fort Walton Beach Elementary
= Fort Walton Beach: Junjor Sentor High School
White-Wilson Clinic &':f;tgg(ﬁon St
t t alimar;
Fort Walton Beach O&klandiﬂeighcs S ctan bafchioe
Bay Auxiliary Hospital St. Mary's
Valparaiso Brooks University
Fort Walton Beach:
Destin; Southern University

Destin Elementary
Proposed Junior Bigh Schools
Eglin AFB: Fort Walton Beach
Eglin Elementary
Valparaiso



The cream of Southern Love-
liness, suh, beautiful  pirate
wenches, captured in daring raids
on cities F‘:om New Orleans to
Miami. One of these curvaceous
cuties will be chosen '"Miss Captive
Queen 1958"" and crowned by Cap'n
Billy Bowlegs, the pirate chieftan
himself. As you can see from
pictores on this page, captive
wenches are the cutest of all.

The bevy of lovelies will
sail into town with the pirate
flotilla, The wench chosen Queen
will get a hug fram the mign
Bit:l)r, Miss Captive Queen will
lead the wenches thraugh a
colorful parade down Main Street
Manday, final day of the festival.
One of last years lovelies gets
an approving glance from Billy
Bowlegs — others wave to the
crowd during the parade., Cap'n
Billy chooseshis queenbacause
of a varisty of things: beauty,
gentleness, Loauvy, talent, beou-
ty, — oh, well, you get the idea.



11,0007 "

* Actual Figures
** Special Census
*** "Approximate

POSTAL RECEIPTS

1945 $11,642.90
1952 $41,057.15
1956 $72,322.35

BUILDING PERMITS

1983 121 Valuation $576,000.00
1956 478 Valuatien $4,500,000.00

ELECTRICAL CONNECTIONS

1954 1,382

1952 5,822

1956 10,169

TELEPHONE CONNECTIONS [} '
o

1948 839 B

1952 2,640

1956 5,432

MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSE TAGS ul]

1953 6,186
1956 9,939
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BUT WHERE DO YOU GO FOR A VACATION?

About the only complaint you ever hear about fiving in

- the Playground Area is this -- ““Just where can you go for
WURTH a vacotion?'' And that's quite a problem. After all, the

beach is right here: the fish ace here tco. And if you're a
hunter, you can bag anything from deer and quait to alfi-

KNO WING A BOUT L EO gn'o-lr-shgins:’eﬂassfoz.nSs\sa:l‘.;:re’hdﬂaozloau n'?:s:ar'c:i;::g”::l:far e

just enjoy the resort 365 days a year. There's something
going on all the time -- swimming and woter skiing in the symmer,
hunting in the winter, fishing ond boating the year arcund, Two
local rodic stotions, W.F.T.W. ond W.F.B.S,, keep the air filled
with listenable music,

That takes care of the off hours and the working doy takes core
of itself, Full employment all through the year is the rule in busy
commercially active, Fort Walton Beach. Tha cost of living
surprisingly low, too, compared with cities of equal size and
activity.

And the City of Fort Waltan Beach offers unusually efficient
municipal services at comfortable tax rates, Utilities are de-
pendable ond regsonable -- giving surprisingly little difficulty
when you consider that they are serving a populotion that doubles
or triples svery few years,

For your spiritual needs, there are churches of al| denomino~
tions., Teenagers never have to worry about recreation either with
public beaches and youth centers so available,

Maybe you like to help govern your town, Fort Wolten Beoch is
governed by o council. All you have to do to sit in is be a free-
holder (property owner) and get yourself elected. (f that sounds
like too much trouble, you can always watch -- council meetings
are open to the public.

The wishes of the City Council are converted to action by an
efficient City Gavernment headed by a City Manager. The Mayor

is an honorary -- which is to say unpaid -- officiol.
As a new resident of Fort Walton Beach, you'll keep busy,
you'll enjoy every minute -- you may even help govern the town.

But you'll still run into one problem. Where do you go for a vaceo-
tion.




TEENAGE &

. BOWLEGS
we  UNION = &
SIGNATURE FINANCE TR EASURE
FURNITURE CO. HUNT & DANCE

AUTO

UNION FINANGE cO

loans to $600

Even the Small Fry Have a Great

“WHERE T0 CALL”
Time During the Festival

Union Finance Co § Perry bivd
Ft Walten Bch

Fine A ga SR8 Sepy e
Tl

Food sg 30"
. Sondwiches %{k ‘.»é : I;

» boxes to go

H 4-56
C 80 The Billy Bowlegs Festival

includes activities for the young-
stars, too. A Junior Billy Bow-
legs and two Junior aptive
Queens are chosen from local
teenagers at a teen-age Billy
Bowlegs Dance. The dance, held
on the first night of the festival
at the Fort Walton Beach com-
munity Center, will see nearly
all of the Ployground Area’s teen-
agers in pirate costume. The
Four Mints, popular Rock'n Roll
l.cordlng artists, will oppear at
the dance.

The Junior Billy Bowlegs
poses with his captive queens
at last year's ball,

. soft drinks

. beer

QUICK SERYICE '
ROY’S
DRIVE-IN

Eqlin Huvy CH 3-3456

Yaur Q)
“\“ Sunday afterncon,

the second day of the

&« Super festival, will see a harde

of youngsters in pirate

costume® combing the

Q‘Q)o Mﬂ l‘ket white sand beaches of

Santa Rosa |sland for
buried pirote treasure,

We’re famous fer cur fine meats.

CINCO

SUPER MARKET
Eglitt Hwy CIRCO

s One - Stop
Shopping

One of lost yeor’s lucky win-
ners seemsz to be having some
difficulty wresting the prize owa
frem Cap’'n Billy, but youth wil
be served and rgo pirate chieftan
eventually yielded. Prizes for the
youngsters will include hundred:
and hundreds and HUNDREDS o
dollars warth of merchandise.

Fishing tackle
hordware
dress shop
super market

beauty parlor

DESTIN
Shopping Center

.Ben Marler Destin, Fla.




CH 3-3882

ANNS

Ladies

Apparel

172 E. Main St

Shoes by Meyer’s Pensacola

F . Snapper
R

£ . Flounder
s . Shrimp
H

E . Oysters
5 . Lobster
T

SEAFOOD

Ft. Walton ire
& Seafood Cao .

208 Main

TDining

 Butler’s

L,
¥ RESTAURANT

on Highway 98

“Insuce In Sure Insurance”

Long

INSURANCE AGENEY
61 E. Main St.,

Q\Cu yan'u m Story

The QGulfarium, also known
28 the ‘‘Living Sea,'’ located
oh Santa Rosa Island, between
Fort Walton Beach and Destin,
in the heart of Northwest
Floride’s famed "‘Miracle Strip,"”
was opened during August 1955
and gained immediate accept-
ance by the public as one of
Flerida’s major attractions.

Fronting on U.S. Highway
98, the Gulfarium’s background
is the colorful Gulf of Mexico
edgea by the whitest sand beaches in the World, Its suategic location
on the coastal route, midway between New Orleans and Tallahassee,
in nearcst Florida to most of the Nation, makes a Gulfarium visit a
‘““must’’ not only for vacationists and residents in the Pensacola -
Panama City area but for thousands upon thousands of transient
tourists enroute to other famed resort areas.

The Main Tank holds a half-million gallons of constantly ciren-
lating sea wster

and is equipped
with an observation
deck for viewing
surf{ace perform-
and scores of port-
‘holes through
which, in complete
safety, you will

witness theilling
underwater shows.

The unique reef
tank containing
60,000 gallons of
salt water is equip-
ped with a huge
plcture-window which permits a wide-angle view of teeming marine
life . These huge tanks provide the settings for the two distinctly dif-
ferent performances which you witness for a single admission.
Between scheduled performances, you can lelsurely examine the
living exhibits housedin the many smaller Aquaria, vigit the Snack Bar

and Free Shell Exhibit, or browse around in the GIift Shop.
Surface shows staged In

the Main Tank are viewed from
the Observation Deck which
completely encircles the top
-of the giant tank. From this
elevation you will also obtain
an awe-inspiring view of the

‘&'u'z{a,:_
6U‘I_FAR|UM

: fvmmm@

Gulf of Mexico and ‘‘The
Whitest Sand Beach in the
world.”

Underwater shows in the
Main Tank may be observed
from either the lower deck or
middle deck both of which are
completely enclosed to permit
better viewing through the
many portholes and to provide
gheltered obsgservation posi-
tions during {nfrequent periods
of Inclement weather.
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WASHINGTON COUNTY KENNEL CLUB

TOM D, TRULIS, OWNER




For

the sea enchants you ...
Reservations

if discriminotion is a must
and . : .

e if only the finest in

Informatian P
appointments and good

Velle foods please you ... if
Box 297 breath taking besauty
or Phone adds spice to your
TE 7-2531 living .+ then the magniffcent
E.W, Shohid
Owner

Destin, ~la,

horeline

HOTEL and COITAGE COLANY

S

Pride of the '"Miracie Strip'*

is the spot for you ...

here’s a name to
remember when you want ...

lumber

hardware

building materials

Devoe & Reynolds
Paints

VESTA

LUMBER & SUPPLY

1
(()c
Eglin Highway

Shalimar Center

« package liguor
» voriely store
. hobby crofts,

v Sundries

oL 1.2311

Sonny Gill

Shalimar
Super Service

“B.umper to Bumrcer'
oL - 1.2311

Dove Hankz
Mgr,

Shalimar
Grocery Store

Complete
food

the

Service

OL - 1 - 5941 Shalimar, Fla.

Shalimar,
FortWalton and near Eplin Field, causes every visitor lo
marvel at its charm.

Shalimar is
perzonnel of Eglin.
entire

Many of the Shalimar homes are on the water,
their beauty.

fr _cusTview
=

= mmr&mwmmui.
)]

City of fiomes

the beautiful little town a few miles north of

populated almost entirely by Air Force

It has one of the finest night clubs an

gulf coast, a modern shopping center, filling

stations and a drive-in theatre is going up.

adding to

Phone CH 3-31
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SPECIALIZING

CHARCOAL
BROILED
U. S. AA CHOICE
WESTERN
STEAKS

EGLIN HWY. FORT WALTON BCH.

YOUR HOST CHARLES CLARY

STORK CLUB OF THE "“MIRACLE STRIFP"”

MAN

FIRST ENJOYED
PLAYGROUND
BEACHES

IN 4000 B.C.

Even before the dawn of recorded his-
fory, people enjoyed the blue skies and white
sana beaches of the Playground Area. Evi-
dence which has come to light recently shows
thet a relatively cultured pre-historic people

lived here around 2,000 B.C.

The evidence consists of severa! man-
made clay balls or spheraids about the size
and shape of a peach. Professional arche-
ologists have called the objects typical of
the so-called "“Poverty Point'" civilization
which existed along the banks of the Mis-
sissippi River at about the some time.

The sphercids, uncovered ot Elliott's
Point and in the Choctawmar area, were used Bill Lezarus and son look over their collection of pre-historic im-
by the pre-historic inhabitants in o variety plements, Lazaorus, chairman of the Playground Chamber of Commerce
of woys, chiaf among them cooking, The Histericol ond Cultural Committee, has unearthed all of these objects
housewife of 4,000 years ago, not being able in the |Oca|. area. Archeologists say they prove the existance of a pre-
fo switchi on an automatic range, dug a hole, histaric civilization here some 4,000 years ago.
lined it with animal skin, then filled it with
water and food and tossed in the pre-heated
spheroids to supply the heat.

18
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PIZZA

Ready in 7 minutes

tobile & Pensacala

"HWY. £5

CH 4-5017

STEAKS - CHICKEN
SHRIMP -OYSTERS
SNAPPER FINGERS
LIVERS & GIZZARDS

VANDEGRIFF

(41 EAST waln STREET
FORT YALYON BEACH, FLORIDA
vost of Fic B0x 1A

Playgrounds

oldest and finest Jewelers
’ -

Phone CH, 3-3333

MODERN

Office
Supply Co.

\Adding Machines
Typewriters

Sales - Service - Rentals

ART SUPPLIES
OFFICE FURNITURE
4 Perry Blvd. - CH 3-3940

FORT WALTON
BEACH

& ~
ﬂ___. ——

- e

On the first day of the 1956 Billy Bowlegs Festival, two weary,
sun-burned skiars pulled to tha beach of the Playground Area after a
grueling 255 mile trip from New Orlsans. Ten and one-half hours ear-
lier the two skiers, Bob Nathy and Allen Warriner, hod bean confident
that they would break the world's distance open water record. The first
holf of the trip went as scheduled but improper bindings on the ski's
and rough water scon started to hamper the skiers. Although they did
not break the record last year, Bob Nathy and Allen Warriner have been
in training this year with o pair of skiis specially built for distance
skiing. Instead of regular ski bindings, tennis shoes were used ond o
thin metal fin on the bottam replaced the conventional wooden runner.
With propsr equiment and ths experience obtained last year, the boys
will be all out to better the worlds record by about 15 miles This year

the skiers will start in lake Ponchartrain above Mew Orleans, circle
the lake to obtain mileage and then on to Fort Waltan Beach 420 miles
away. The skiers will enter the water at Day-break August 31st and

are scheduled 1o arrive in Fort Walten Beuch about 6:00 p. m. the same
day.

2




READY MIX

CONCRETE

PHONE

OL 1-2201
OR

OL 1-5961

FOOTINGS — FLOORS & PAVIING
By the Yard or Contract

LOUIS WOODHAM cog=™

DIXIE POINT — SHALIMAR




TEXACO and

B. F. GOODRICH

DEALER

ROAD
SERVICE

GRIGGS

SERVICE CENTER
Phone CH 4-5120

® Expert Auto Painting

® Wrecker Service

Eglin Highway
Ph. CH 3-3555
Nights and Holidays CH 2-9913

Fort Walton

Paint &
Body Shop

One of
Northwest
Florida’s
leading

Specialty Shops....

Wilson’s Fashions

Main Streat

deep sea

FISHING

boats
Florida Girl

Courageous

Copt. Dave Marler
Destin, Fla.

Ph. TE 7-3531
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‘Mow about the weather..
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Fort Walton Beach, Fla. ‘:
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: Only 100 hours each year-lemperature above 852 a
g

:\\\\\\\\\\\\“\\: 500 hours each year-temperature above 859 H
5

_ 1000 hours each year-temperature above 85° e
le

Jan. Feb, Mar, Apr. May June th

High ~~~=ssi 60.3 62.3 67.2 13.1 79.9 85.4 ¢
Low ~--mmm- 45.9 48,2 53.9 60.5 67.4  73.6
Mean ~—---aaa 53.1 55.3 60,5 66.8 73,6 79.5 K
July Aug. Sept. Oct, Nov. Dec. ::r;

B s = B6.9 87,1 84,6 7T7.3 67.% 61.7  fie
Low -——----- 74.8 74.7 1.7 62.5 52.4 46,8 eh
Mean —------ 80.8 80.9 78.2 69.9 60.2 54.3 wi
W

The national trades publication ''Heating and Venti~ Pr
lating'' dug out the facts from the U. S. Weather Bureau ted
records that the Playground has only 100 hours each ke

) year when the temperature is above 85 degrees. This pe
area is truly an oasis for the heat wear ople of the R
1@\&"4; y y peop o

_ nation. The average date of the last killing frost in

' Spring is February 20, and the average date of the first the
& killing frost in Autumn is December 9. The average
growing season is 2¢2 days.

"y
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GESUNDHEIT!! — An Expression Rarely Heard in the Playground Area.

Add to the growing number of little known facts about the Playground
Area an item of overwhelming interest to sufferers from the dreaded
scourge, hay fever. A revised 1954 report, based on scientific research
by the American Foundation for Allergic Diseases puts the area ina
spttelclal class with one of the lowest rag weed pollen counts in the
nation!

As a matter of fact, Fort Walton Beach and Santa Rosa Island showed
the third lowest in rag weed pollen in the nation, outdone only by Mt.
Ranier National Park in Washington and Sequoia National Park in ‘‘that
other'” famous vacation state — you know, the one where the movies
come from.

The report sounds a word of caution however Rag weed growth could C”
possibly get started here and once it does will be impossible to ¢urb. Kfifi
Perhaps a special police force should be organized to keep operatives
from other resort areas from smuggling in the deadly weed .Meanwhile,
Let's invite all hay fever victims to enjoy the ﬁ:e Playground Area afr
and leave their Kleenex and anti-histamine pills home. 137,

-

| ——
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DESTIN FISHING RODEO
The Destin-Gulf Coast Deep Sea Fishing Rodeo is staged
! annually during the entire month of October and, last year, at-
{ tracted anglers from more than half of the nation.

The Rodeo to be staged this October is the ninth tournament and, through
the years, the event has evolved into one which two distinct types of fisher

'! men can compete on even terms for the Grard Prize.

The Playground
Areas offshore waters
have long been famed
for their unexcelled
bottom-fishing with
the Red Snapper the

. choice species sought
' by this method but in
recent yeors trolling
activities have been
greatly accelerated in
the area with King
Mockerel, as two top
specimens cought lo-
- cally, vary greatly in
length and contour but
their weight range is
nearly identical. This

-—

notural situation per-
> mits the featuring of
5 King Mackerel and Red Snapper
in the Rodeo's Grand Prize
+  competition, thus giving bottom
[ fishermen and trollers an even
8 thonce at the top money as the
3 winning fish is determined by
weight, A large consolation
P prize for the largest fish en-
u iered in the losing species
h ieeps the Grand Prize com-
[ setition keen throughout the
e Rodeo.
n There is o Major Award in
it the Lorgest Edible Fish Cat-
e ¢
GULE DESTIN, FI.A
a.
nd
ed
:h
B’
he
wed s
it
1at
es
uld
th.
n vy
adr e

g

R e A
(LLAGE ON THE

egory which division
is judged separately
apd is is in this Major
Award Division that
the Monster Warsaw
and Jewfish are en-
tered.

Pier, bridge, and
surf fishermen also
have an oppertunity
to compete in the con-
test with the Pompaneo
the featured fish for
the Principal Prize
in this divisien.

Daily prizes are
awarded in all three
divisions of the Rodeo

and

year's prize list, in-
cluding the Grand Prize, consol-
ation Prize, . Major Award, and
Principal Prize, exceeded $5,000

in value.

Destin-Gulf Coast Deep Sea
Fishing Rodeo Headquarters is
located in the Poat Office Build-
ing at Destin, telephone number

TE 7-3371, ond the event is spon-
sored by the Destin Community
Center, a
gonization,

non-profit civic or-

’—‘*—T&i ‘OCTOBER
SHING
*» ROUND

ATCLIFF'S
ESTAURANT

SEA FOOD

CARRY OUT SERVICE

EGLIN HIGHWAY
L%'ie/z(//

ﬁf FLORISTS
ﬂ}{' 181 5. Fla. Ave.
g CH 4-5387

' FLOWERS

FOR ALL
OCCASIONS

— FLOHERS BY WIRE

BUD & JOE

Water ski
instruction

Speed boat rides

SEE US AT THE SEAGULL

PRESCRIPTION
SPECIALISTS

deserve your

confidencel!

**the accommodating druggist*’

159 E. Main - Owner F.A, Dalton




OkaloosaBeach
SANTA ROSA ISLAND

Number One Resort Planned

The 3 mile stretch of Santa
Rosa Island adjacent to Fort
Walton Beach is taking shape
in the form of a beautiful
resort and residential area,
Bounded on the south by the
Gulf of Mexico and on the
north by the placid waters of
Santa Rosa Sound, the is-
land is being developed by
the Okaloosa Island Authority
and made possible initially
through the efforts of con-
gressman Bob Sikes. The
board as now constituted is
W.L. Marler, James E. Miller
James W. Lee, J.D. Wingard,
Hilary Stewart, Malcolm
Morrison, and Walter O. Swa!
with Jack L. Smith as exec~
utive manager. The spacious
offices are located on the
island where visitors are always welcome and information concerning the beach and its devel-~
opment is always available. For information write Okaloosa Island Authority, Box 121, Fort
Walton Beach, Flerida.

Tokyo Raiders B

The men who tirst demonstrated to the Japanese of World War 11 that their {sland was not
invulnerable -- and won a secure place in the nation's honor roll of heroes -- met here last April
for their 15th Anniversary Reunion.

The airmen who made the historic raid on Tokyo in 1942 led by Jimmy Doollttle met here in
a get -- together that was something of a homecoming for them . The airmen trained here for their
historic missién.

Doolittle, now a retired
Alr Force Lieutenant General
termed the reunion ‘‘the most
successful we ever held’.
In additlon o a banquet at
the Shalimar Club, Hosted
by radio and T-V star Arthur
Godfrey and attended by such
notables as Florida Governor
LeRoy Collins and con-
gressman Bob Sikes, the
raiders toured Eglin and
Hurlburt and enjoyed yachting
and boating.

Of the 88 original mem-
bers of the raiding force, 59
. are still living and 37 of
Radlo and T-V star, Arthur Godfrey, shares a joke with F'lorida Governar these attended the reunion
LeRoy Colling dusing the Tokyo Raiders’ reunion held here this year. Maj - most of them lsaving with
Gen. Robert W. Burns, Commander of the Al: Proving Ground Command at s promise ko retur -often
Eglin, looks on .General Doolittle (next to Godfrey), leader of the historic ’
rald, and Congressman Bob Sikes complete the table. Godfrey referred to
the Playground Area as a8 ““Vacationer’s Paradise’'.




The Playground Players is
a new organization, and its
object is to promote, encourage,
foster,and maintain among the
pecple of the Playground Area
an active and abiding interest
in the legitimate .heatre. With~

in the framework of our constitution we have incorporated the plan to produce four plays a year. Because of
this aim we are dedicated to operate a playhouse for the purpose of staging dramatic presentations, musical,
and similar aesthetic endeavors.

When a community such as ours reaches the noint in its growth to support a little theatre, it has made great
strides towards the cultural and intellectual uevelopment so needed today. We are constantly seeking new
members, and it is our fervent wish that many of you will become a part of this fast growing group.

Very sincerely,

Leah W. Miller, President
Playground Players

nch at Eglin AFB
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OFFICERS
MEMBER DIRECTORS C. Walter Ruckel--President
American Bankers Association C. Walter Ruckel S .A .Davis—Vice-President
Florida Bankers Association S. Al Davis M. P . Ruckel—Vice-President
Independent Bankers Association Marion Plew Ruckel R .P .Roberts—-Asst, Vice-Pres.
Unit Bankers of West Florida Ramonde Ruckel Byrne S. G .Nordberg—-Acting Cashier
Federal Deposit Insurance Corpn. George A . Carlton M. Z . Jones, Jr.—Asst. Cashier

G A. Carlton--Comptroller

TRE YVALPARAISO STATE BANR

Valparaiso, Fla. "Heme of Eglin Air Force Base”
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To All Playground Area Visitors: ,' ,l [,ull !]',,’ il':|l' |
LTI O] 10183
It is unnecessary for me to say, ‘I hope you had a good time", because I am i ,' ,|“.|,' {, 'II'
stre you did. It is equally unnecessary for me to ask you fo return. After three days il l; | llll afl 1l
along the Miracle Strip we know you’ll be back. ']| ll l’llll it

T

You have witnessed the gaiety of our annual Billy Bowlegs Festival, you have liilll ||- 'rl

seen the Playground Area with its best foot forward, but you'll enjoy living and i :l"'l'l

relaxing here just as much during any of the other 365 days of the year.

There is no such thing as a poor time (o visit the Playgraund Ares. The people
are just as Iriendly, the climate is just as dentle, anytime you want to come.

We'll see you soon along the Miracle Strip.

Urnygel @ again
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Prezident Playground Chamber of Commerce

* Wil Gunds Beaohes i the Wedld
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BEAFOOD SPECIALTIES ——
BEER ANQ WINE
PATIO DANCING
BOAT DOCKING
~ SPACIOUS CAR PARKING
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